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Choosing the right attorney can significantly
Impact the outcome of your legal matter. Whether
you are dealing with personal injury, medical
malpractice, or any other legal issue, it is crucial to
make an informed decision. Here’s a step-by-step
guide to help you through the process.

Request a Meeting

The first step in your journey is to request a meeting with the attorney. Think of this as an interview
where you get to evaluate both the lawyer and their office environment. A comfortable and
professional setting can make a significant difference in your overall experience.

Be Prepared

Before you walk into your consultation, prepare yourself. Ask the law office what documents or
information you need to bring. This could include medical records, accident reports, or any other
relevant documentation. Being prepared will not only save time but also give the lawyer a clearer
picture of your situation.



What to Ask

When you meet with the attorney, it's essential to ask the right questions to evaluate their expertise
and experience. Here are some key questions to consider:

1. Jury Trial Experience: Ask for specific details about their jury trial experience. Inquire about the
case numbers, counties of filing, and the dollar amounts of the jury verdicts. This information is
public record and can give you a sense of the lawyer’s capabilities.

2. Handling Your File: Find out which lawyer will be handling your case. Will it be the attorney
you're meeting with, or will it be delegated to someone else in the firm? Insist on having this
information included in your written contract if you prefer a specific lawyer to handle your claim.

Trust Your Instincts

After gathering all the necessary information, take a moment to
reflect. Do you feel confident in the attorney's abilities? Do you feel
comfortable and valued as a potential client? Trust your instincts;
they can be a reliable guide in making the right choice.

Potential Pitfalls to Avoid



One common mistake is relying solely on a lawyer's listed specialty.
In some states, such as lllinois, legal specialties are not officially
recognized. Therefore, the fact that a lawyer lists their practice as
concentrating on personal injury or wrongful death claims may not
be significant. Make sure to ask the attorney if they have had
success with cases similar to yours.

Pro Tip

Before selecting a lawyer, ensure you are knowledgeable and comfortable with their personality,
background, experience, and office policies. This comprehensive understanding will help you avoid

any potential pitfalls.

By following these steps, you can make a well-informed decision and choose an attorney who is best
suited to represent you. Remember, a good attorney-client relationship is built on mutual respect,
trust, and clear communication.



